
        

 

      

Cape Bullmastiff Club  
APRIL 2022 

What an amazing 

bunch of cluster 

show weekends, 

with fantastic 

results for our 

beautiful 

bullmastiffs! 

Congratulations to 

everyone. 

 
From the Chair:  

This will be the Club’s first newsletter since the previous committee elected to retire. We thank 

them for their many years of service. 

 

Firstly - We would like to welcome the 

following New Members: 
 

  Britt Akermann 
 

  Angela Muller 
 

  Michelle Myles 

Please remember that your news is our news and we are looking forward 

to hearing from you and your Bullmastiffs. 
 

 
Melanie & Betty / Nicky & Blondi 
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 Malmesbury Shows 

West Coast FCI   

 BOB – Hunter – Safety of Flatland Tiger of Starkpride – 
CACIB Dog Excellent grading 
 

 Blondi – Bluken Bluebelle of Chizelhurst - CACIB  Bitch                           
Excellent grading 

 

 Paco – CH Aire Del Norte de el Guardian Del Bosque of 
Lemietrivier -  RCACIB Dog Excellent grading 

 

 Aria – Bluken Aria of Starkpride – RCACIB Bitch Excellent 

grading 

 Betty  - Nordic Protector Betty Boop of Lemietrivier - 
Excellent grading 
 

Swartland 1  

  BOB & CC Bitch – Blondi – Bluken Bluebelle of Chizelhurst 

 RBOB – Betty – Nordic Protector Betty Boop of 

Lemietrivier 

 CC Dog – Hunter – Safety of Flatland Tiger of Starkpride 

 

Swartland 2   

 BOB & CC Dog – Hunter – Safety of Flatland Tiger of 

Starkpride 

 RBOB & CC Bitch – Blondi – Bluken Bluebelle Chizelhurst 

 

West Coast    

 BOB & CC Bitch – Betty- Nordic protector Betty Boop of 

Lemietrivier 

 RBOB & CC Dog – Hunter – Safety of Flatland Tiger of 

Starkpride 

Craig & Hunter 

Aria 

Paco 
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 Port Elizabeth shows 

Grahamstown 1  

 RBOB & CC Bitch – Blondi Bluken Bluebelle of Chizelhurst  

Grahamstown 2  

 BOB & CC Bitch – Blondi – Bluken Bluebelle of 

Chizelhurst 

 Blondi - 2nd in Graduate Working group 
 

Uitenhage   

 BOB & CC Bitch – Betty - Nordic Protector Betty Boop of 

Lemietrivier 

 Betty - Best Junior & 4th in Working group 

Baakens Valley  

 BOB & CC Bitch – Betty - Nordic protector Betty Boop of 

Lemietrivier 

 Betty - Best Junior & 3rd  in Working group 

Port Elizabeth  

 RBOB & CC Bitch – Betty – Nordic Protector Betty Boop 

of Lemietrivier 

 Betty – Best Junior in Working group 

 Betty - Best Junior in Show 

Walmer  

 BOB – Paco – CH Aire del Norte de el Guardian del Bosque of Lemietrivier 

 CC – Betty – Nordic Protector Betty Boop of Lemietrivier 

 Betty - 3rd Junior in Working group 

 

Congradulations to Betty - Nordic Protector Betty 

Boop of Lemietrivier for her Best Junior in show win!        

What an achievement for the breed. 

Darren & Blondi 

Betty Boop 
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Bluken Bluebelle of Chizelhurst  &  Nordic Protector Betty Boop of Lemietrivier 
 

Blondi and Betty have also both 

qualified for the title of Junior Merit. 

To qualify for Junior Merit you need:  

Minimum of 8 Best Puppy and/or Best Junior in breed and a  

Minimum of 1 Best Puppy or Best Junior in Group. 

 

CBC Points Leaderboard 

Adult: 

1. Loftus - Betty – Nordic Protector Betty 

              Boop of Lemietrivier  = 436 

2. Robertson – Blondi – Bluken Bluebelle 

              of Chizelhurst = 319 

3. Hoffman – Hunter – Safety of Flatland  

              Tiger of Starkpride = 202 

 

Puppy: 

1. Baxter – Envy I Bulli del Monte Cataleya 

                of Farhills = 53  

Tammy & Betty Boop 
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Big condolences from all of us to Patrick for the sad 

loss of his beloved Maxie. 

It’s never easy saying goodbye, 

rest easy sweet girl. 
 

TRIBUTE TO MY DEAREST MAXIE 

(23/02/2012 – 14/03/2022) 
 

I miss the tick, tick, tick, tick, tick, in the passage from her paws 

Reminding me it’s time to get up, no matter her recent pedicure. 

 

What she might have lacked in looks and conformation  

She made up for in single-minded faith and devotion. 

 

She never sat on the floor if she could find a bankie or chair. 

She had the true Doris Mullin ‘at you and through you’ stare. 

 

Born with ‘floppy tongue syndrome’, her jaw and skull grew skew. 

She suffered an amputation; I’d have to follow suit, who knew?  

 

After every meal and every walk, I’d ask, “Do you want tap water?”  

And she would lick the dry tap, waiting for the miracle of water.  

 

If a pellet dropped to the floor, she had to save that lost soul 

Before she could turn attention back to feeding from her bowl.  

 

While the younger dogs were min gepla and sleeping sound 

She would be cat patrolling on her late-night rounds. 

        

I’m so glad she made her decade, and didn’t give up waiting for me 

Because we were given another six months to make memories. 

  

Whenever I was taking a shower and my bedroom door was barred, 

Even when her leg was lame, you could bank on her standing guard. 

 

Her passing could not have been more fitting, lying in the arms of my friend. 

I know our unbreakable bond has only been put on pause; it’s not the end. 

 

Tick, tick, tick, tick, tick, tick…  

Patrick Drew 

Notes:  

1. In 2021 Patrick had a below the knee amputation followed five weeks later by a successful above the knee amputation. 

He was separated from his beloved companions for 105 days. 

2. The story, with photos, of Maxie’s ‘Macroglossia’ and the operation to shorten her tongue, can be found in the CBC 

archives under newsletters, September 2015.     
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Hip gradings explained and the 

importance of grading breeding dogs.  
 

Hip dysplasia is a common disorder in larger dog breeds and crosses and a known 

contributory factor to osteoarthritis, lameness and reduced mobility. Screening 

schemes evaluating the severity of hip dysplasia is a must for our Bullmastiffs to 

avoid breeding dogs with severe dysplasia.  

 

Dogs can be scored from 18 months old; x rays are taken by a vet familiar with 

the procedure as the correct positioning is vital; these x rays are then sent to a 

radiographer specialist who gives a score; these scores are then sent to KUSA. 

Although there are other contributing factors, such as environment - slippery 

floors, stairs / over exercise and diet – and incorrect diet for large breed puppies/ 

overweight puppies, it is still highly recommended to score any breeding dogs.  

You can NOT see a dysplastic dog by looking at movement.  

 

A study in the UK has shown a decrease of 

hip dysplasia by using hip screening 

process. 

 

The BVA/KC Elbow Dysplasia grading 

scheme commenced more recently in 1998 

and is based on the International Elbow 

Working Group guidelines. Hip score and 

elbow grade data on a considerable 

number of dogs in the UK have been 

generated from these two screening 

schemes.  

 

This study analyses data from dogs of six 

breeds scored from 1990 to present, to 

establish any determinable trends in hip 

score and elbow grade parameters, and to 

examine whether the implementation of 

such schemes has had a positive influence 

on hip and elbow health.  
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A range of criteria, including the rate of participation in the screening 

schemes, hip score and elbow grade parameters (e.g., median, mean, 

standard deviation), and estimated breeding values (EBVs) were analyzed, 

both in the overall population and also among breeding animals.  

 

The results show a general decline in hip score parameters (median, mean, 

standard deviation, and 75th percentile), revealing a reduction in the 

prevalence and severity of hip dysplasia. 

 
 

FCI 

GRADE 
DESCRIPTION FCI CRITERIA 

OLD 

RSA 
GRADE 

A1 Excellent hips 

No signs of hip dysplasia 

0 

A2 Good hips 0 

B1 Fair hips 

Near normal hip joints 

0 

B2 Marginal dysplasia 0 

C1 Mild dysplasia 

Mild hip dysplasia 

1 

C2 Mild to moderate dysplasia 1 

D1 Moderate dysplasia 

Moderate hip dysplasia 

2 

D2 
Moderate to severe 

dysplasia 
2 

E1 Severe dysplasia 

Severe hip dysplasia 

3 

E2 Very severe dysplasia 4 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************* 
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News from the Cape Bullmastiff Club 
Committee 

 
Newsletter: 
We thank everyone for their emails and concerns regarding the newsletter. 
The committee has agreed that each committee member will be responsible for 
a portion of the newsletter, regardless how big or small their contribution, as we 
do not believe the newsletter should be solely written by one person. 
We wanted Nicky to continue writing the “educational / breed” articles for the 
newsletter, however Nicky declined. 
  
Communication from the Club: 
We as a committee have also unanimously agreed that all communication sent 
out by the club will be approved, edited and re-approved by all committee 
members, before it is distributed. 
 
KUSA Disciplines Point Sheet: 
The point sheet is currently under revision, as we are adding Rallydog and 
Working Trials to the sheet. Please remember when submitting your points sheet, 
proof needs to be submitted with your sheet. 
We would also like to commend Ria Steyn and Zanya for participating in these 
disciplines. 
 
Please send us your pictures and news to: info@capebullmastiffclub.co.za  
 

 

 
 
 
 

www.capebullmastiffclub.co.za 

  

mailto:info@capebullmastiffclub.co.za

