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From the Chair: We continue with the Breed Standard evaluation: 

A well - constructed Bullmastiff will have a well arched muscular neck with a circumference almost 

the same measurement as the head circumference. This piece of anatomy is critical as it joins the 

head and the body. In conflict, as the dog holds on to the perpetrator, both sections – head & body - 

will take an enormous amount of abuse and therefore the connecting portion needs to be extremely 

sturdy. 

                                                                               

Forequarters  

Chest wide and deep, well let down between forelegs, with deep brisket. Shoulders muscular, sloping 

and powerful, not overloaded. Forelegs powerful and straight, well boned, set wide apart, presenting 

a straight front. Pasterns straight and strong.   

       

         Which of these fronts describe the Bullmastiff’s forequarters the best. You decide!                   



The Bullmastiff is a ‘knock-down- and –hold dog’ and he uses his weight, size and chest to do this. 

However the entire front assembly of the Bullmastiff is very ridged from the withers, where the 

trapezius muscle is firmly attached to the scapula spines and the tips of the thoracic vertebrae, down 

to the pasterns that are required to be straight. So unless the anatomical structures have some give 

in them, the momentum caused by movement and followed by 59 kilograms of weight is going to 

cause problems, either at the shoulder joints, elbow joints or at the pasterns. 

 As it would be improper for the Bullmastiffs shoulders to move like a cat landing on all fours where 

the shoulders move right out of their original positions to absorb the impact, I would suggest that 

some slope in the pasterns of the Bullmastiff be permissible for the same reason. A 10 degree slope 

as seen from the side would be acceptable and still allow the dog to function correctly. The pasterns 

should still appear straight when viewed from the front. 

In the KUSA Breed Standards of other Mastiff Type breeds such as the Dogue de Bordeaux, Fila 

Brasileiro, Neopolitan Mastiff and Tibetan Mastiff, the metacarpal region (the pastern) is allowed to 

be sloping. It is only in the Mastiff and Bullmastiff that a straight pastern is required. 

What the Breed Standard should be saying is that bone length should be proportionate for the 

scapula and humerus, with suitable angulations at the shoulder joints. 90 – 95 would be adequate 

and would allow for a good front reach. More angulations than that would provide a steep front and 

a restricted reach. 

The width between the scapulae at the withers is another important matter and is related to the 

shoulder muscles. The latter should not be overloaded, that is too well developed, hence pushing 

the scapulae out of position, which in turn can cause a gait impediment due to the subsequent 

incorrect front angulations. This can be easily checked by placing two fingers (approximately the 

correct width required for the Bullmastiff) between the tips of the scapulae at the withers.  

                                                                     

Both these Bullmastiffs have excellent shoulder angulations at the front. The red Bullmastiff is 

down in the pasterns and hence incorrect to the KUSA Breed Standard 

Judges and breeders should also have the correct concept of the difference between coarseness and 

well boned. The average circumference of a foreleg, with the measurement taken just below the 

elbow on an adult male should be 25cm. The elbows should be level with the sternum, well held in 

but not so much as to restrict movement and facing to the rear. 



                      

                              Well boned, coarse or weedy  – you decide! 

The body  

Back short and straight giving compact carriage, but not so short as to interfere with activity. Roach 

and swaybacks highly undesirable. 

                                     

            Straight back / backline desirable                Swayback undesirable 

The five dorsal or thoracic vertebrae (T9 – 13) are considered to be the true back in anatomical 

terms. Does ‘back short’ in the Standard refer to the T9-13 area or the back line? The backline is 

from the withers to the croup and is sometimes, incorrectly, referred to as the top line which is 

normally taken as a dog’s entire upper outline (e.g.: ears to tail) 

Any dog with a short compact back or backline may be restricted in its movement in comparison to 

dogs that have a leeway. The KUSA Breed Standard for the Rottweiler allows for a 15% increase in 

body length as opposed to height, but still wants the dog to be compact. Too often we see 

Bullmastiffs with a slightly longer back / line winning because they have more space underneath 

their bodies. 

Roach and sway backs are indicative of a structural fault. This not only influences the straight 

back/line and aesthetic look of the dog but most importantly the movement. If a dog cannot move 

properly he cannot be effective in his work.  

              



   

                          Symmetrical/ proportional/ balanced/ compact? Which would be your choice?   

There is no mention in the KUSA Breed Standard of the depth of the body from withers to sternum 

in relationship to the length from sternum to ground. The Standard does, however, say that the dog 

should be symmetrical so do we assume that the body depth and the leg length are equal? I would 

say yes. 

There is no mention of any shape or design to the ribs, which should in fact, be well sprung or well 

arched so as to contain the vital organs of the heart and lungs. This shape has a direct influence on 

the capabilities of the working Bullmastiff. Should the dog be flat ribbed, he would not have the 

endurance and stamina that is required of him. 

The underline (the contours of the abdominal floor and brisket) is also not mentioned. Should this 

anatomical detail be as straight as the back / backline or should there be a slight rise in the contours 

as they meet up with the hindquarters producing what is termed ‘a tuck up’ in  canine terminology. 

The hindquarters 

Loins wide and muscular with flair depth of flank. Hind legs strong and muscular and well developed 

second thighs denoting power and activity, not cumbersome. Hocks moderately bent. Cow hocks 

highly undesirable. 

                 

Which of these hind quarters would be your choice? 

Firstly and most importantly the hind quarters must be in proportion and balance to the front 

quarters. Lack of balance between the front and back is responsible for gaiting impediments and 

destroys the aesthetic look of the dog.  

Generally speaking, for ideal rear hind angulations the pelvis and femur should be of equal 

length, with the tibia and fibula just a fraction longer. The pelvis should be approximately 30 

degrees to the horizontal and the femur approximately 100-110 degrees to the pelvis. The tibia 



and fibula should also then be approximately 100 – 110 degrees to the femur. This would give 

ideal (and moderate) angulation to the stifle, and would thus clarify what should be mentioned in 

the Standard. Bullmastiffs that are not angulated as described above can have a steeper 

angulation at the stifle, for example 90 degrees, and a longer tibia and fibula which will cause 

their hocks to be well clear of their body instead of being just clear of the back thigh. There can 

also be greater angulations at the junction of the femur and the tibia and fibula, for example 130 

degrees, which would give a straighter stifle. Both these variations will impact on the flexibility of 

the stifle and hence the dogs movement. 

Is this all too complicated? There is a simple manoeuvre, which can be carried out if necessary. 

Simply take the point of hock and lift it to meet the ischial tuberosity. If these two points meet it 

can be assumed that the bones are the correct length.  

In his book The Bullmastiff – a Breeders Guide – David Hancock calls for the stifles to be under the 

iliac crest and the hocks to be just clear of the back of the thigh. This would certainly compound 

the symmetry, balance and proportion of the Bullmastiff.                           

The second thigh, comprising the semi-membranous and the gastrocnemius muscles needs to be 

well developed to enable sudden propulsion &/or action. The loins not only need width, but also 

elasticity for twisting and turning. From behind, the hocks should also be seen as straight, facing 

forward and well apart with the metatarsals straight to the ground as seen from the side view. 

The hocks should have a moderate bend of approximately 120 degrees and be relatively near the 

ground. Remember the Standard asks for endurance in the dog, and to quote Gilbert and Brown 

‘long hocks, high initial speed; short hocks, endurance” 

Cow hocks and excessive bowlegs restrict movement and are therefore undesirable.       

                                   

                         

       Cow hocks 

                    All rights reserved: N Robertson 2015: To be continued 

 

 



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2015 KUSA NATIONAL BULLMASTIFF 

CH BULLSAINTS ELDER GUDJOR – ROBINSON 

                                

                               **************** 

        SUPPORT FOR THE SPCA 

Ria Steyn & “Kiki” supported the KZN SPCA “Mutt Mile” and sent in these photos. Ria says it 

was a lovely day with all varieties of our doggie friends present.  

                     

              ******      

                                                      NB: COMMITTEE DECISION 

The CBC  Committee voted unanimously on the following  decision with regard to the Points 

Sheet and the decision will be with immediate effect:-  

Any dog or bitch that holds more than 15cc’s (whether a KUSA gazetted Champion or not) 

that is entered into and wins the CC Class at any Championship show, will not have those 

CBC points allocated to their CBC accolades. 

This action will not affect the points systems of other Clubs or entities and an e-mail has 

been sent out to relevant parties with the updated points form 

No further correspondence will be entered into. 



                                                    FAMILY SNAPS   

                                    

THE CAPE WINTER SHOWS – THE CBC FRATERNITY & THE WINNERS 

    

           

                  

                                     

                                          The winners  well done Zeus, Earl, Duke & Spooner  

Good camaraderie and friendly sportsmanship & help all round from the CBC fraternity- with special 

thanks to Jaco, Annelie & Martin – a good story to tell! 



‘FUNNIES’ 

                                

                                                                     

               A MESSAGE TO OUR BREEDERS 

Our breeders are very important to us as they carry the Bullmastiff breed forward for the next 

generation. 

However when they take on this task they also take on the responsibility to breed to the CBC 

Code of Ethics which is published and should be viewed on the www.capebullmastiffclub.co.za  

Emphasis is placed on Paragraphs 18, 19, 20, 21 26 (in conjunction with 18) & 41 should be NON 

NEGOTIABLE while paragraphs 22 to 36 & 51 & 52 are highly recommended. 

We have confidence in our committed breeders as representative for the breed as we all know 

that breeding is never ever a quick fix for financial benefit or personal glory. 

Taking the Breed Standard (the Blue print) into consideration & referring back to previous 

newsletters - which Bullmastiff would you like to have bred? 

 

                    

http://www.capebullmastiffclub.co.za/


                            

 

                 

 

                                         

The information in this magazine is confined to its members. Statements or opinions may be 

expressed in this communication that is personal to the writers and do not necessarily 

represent the views of the Club. 

The Cape Bullmastiff Club 

Post Net Suite 65 

Private Bag X15 

Somerset West 7129 info@capebullmastiffclub.co.za &/or www.capebullmastiffclub.co.za          

KUSA # 1151 
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