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From the Chair:  

 

Artificial insemination (AI) has become a popular method of planning 

and executing pregnancies in bitches and it can be divided into three 

categories: fresh semen, chilled semen and frozen semen. Each category 

is then processed and dealt with to a format. 

 

The harvesting of fresh semen direct from the male with insertion into the 

female immediately is sometimes referred to as a óhot connectionô. This 

form of AI is often done by the breeders themselves with equipment 

purchased from the appropriate outlets. It is time saving and relatively 

inexpensive and is usually done as a time saving factor or if, for example, 

the dog and bitch are of different sizes and a normal mating would be 

difficult if not impossible. Both the dog and bitch need to be present and 

of course both need to be active healthy participants with the bitch in 

ovulation. 

The bitch could have been monitored by the Veterinarian prior to the 

insemination so as to determine the exact state of her cycle although this 

may not be essential especially with breeders that are very óau faitô with 

their bitchôs behaviour and body changes. 

Blood samples to determine hormone levels and a possible vaginal 

examination to evaluate the vaginal folds could also have been done by 

the attendant Veterinarian. 

 

The collection of semen for chilling needs the expertise of a Veterinarian 

or alternatively a very experienced breeder with the appropriate 

knowledge, as time is of the essence.  



After harvesting the semen from the male dog the semen needs to be 

chilled to a desired temperature (best at 5 degrees Centigrade) and should 

be used within 72 hours to be effective. 

Transport to an alternative destination needs to very efficient and the 

attendant on the receiving side must know exactly how to process the 

samples. The bitch of course needs to be in a receptive status having had 

no access to other male dogs. 

The semen is deposited high into the vagina using the appropriate 

equipment usually a catheter and syringe.  If done correctly this method 

has a good success rate. 

 

                                  
 

The collection of semen for freezing is a highly specialized procedure 

which should be done by a Veterinary specialist or a Veterinarian with 

extensive experience. The harvesting of the semen is the same process ï 

the handling, freezing and storage a complex and sensitive process.  

 

The more processing that is done to the semen the less likely it will result 

in fertilization so the expertise and facilities of the Veterinarian is 

paramount. 

 

The bitch should have been examined, a vaginal inspection done, smears 

taken & blood sent to the laboratory for the interpretation of hormone 

levels - timing is essential in this procedure. 

 

                    ñA good óoleô natural matingò 

 

 



                                       Preparing for a surgical insemination 

 

       
 

Preparing the bitch for a surgical insemination ï shave, clean and clean again - 

the attendant Veterinarian has made the incision & is continuing with the 

procedure. 
 

                                                          

      
 

The uterine horn is removed out of the abdomen and the prepared semen gets 

injected into these horns. They are then replaced back into the abdomen which is 

then sutured closed. 

 

              **  

Is this indicative of too much interference with nature? Are we denying the dog 

and bitch a chance at social intercourse prior to sexual intercourse and in so 

doing making our lives easier with a time saving procedure? 

Or are we genuinely improving the Bullmastiff gene pool by using semen from 

other sources &/or around the world?  

 

You decide! 

 

 

 
          



         
 

The bitch above was successfully surgically inseminated with 17-year-old frozen 

semen and she produced eight healthy puppies 

**  

 

óTest tube babesô - Can you tell the difference between these two fawn pups? 

One was conceived and born naturally the other was a surgical AI and delivered 

by Caesarean Section. 

 

   
 

                                                         No of course not!! 

 

This article was processed with the help of Dr Rachel Shuttleworth who can be 

contacted at Rachel@animalfertility.co.za 
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   FROM THE FAMILY ALBUM S 

 

        
 

                                              Keeping watch over the little ones 

 

      
 

   ñMy buddyò           ñThis is the lifeò 

 

 

         
                              

                                                             ñLove you lotsò 


